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“We have too many general aviation airports in this country,
serving a dwindling number of users who are operating
their aircraft fewer hours…” 

-- Ron  Price, QED Consultants
in  a  letter  to  Congressman John Mica
Chair of the  House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
April 4, 2011



Executive Summary

 Reviewed 25 years of Airport and Air Traffic Data

 Airport Operations (take-offs and landings) have declined over the past 25 
years across the USA, the Southern California Metroplex, and SMO

 General Aviation decline is particularly sharp because there are:
 Fewer Private Pilots

 Fewer GA Aircraft

 Fewer GA Aircraft Hours Flown

 The only growing General Aviation segments are TurboJets and TurboProps

 Despite fewer Airport Operations, the national air traffic system transports 
more passengers

 SMO does not serve as a critical reliever airport in this declining General 
Aviation environment

 SMO only serves to “relieve” very few private aircraft passengers at the cost of 
delaying tens of millions of LAX airline passengers



Data Sources

 FAA: The Operations Network (OPSNET)
 The Operations Network (OPSNET) is the official source of FAA air traffic operations and delay data.  

 Link -- https://aspm.faa.gov/opsnet/sys/Airport.asp

 GAMA: 2015 General Aviation Statistical Databook & 2016 Industry Outlook
 Link -- http://gama.aero/files/GAMA_2015_Databook_LoRes%20updated%203-29-2016.pdf

 FAA: Air Carrier Activity Information System
 Link -- http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/passenger

 City of Santa Monica:  SMO Airport Monthly “Noise Report” [now Operations 
Report] for 2015



Map of Southern California Metroplex Airports



Findings



Airport operations (take-offs and landings) across the USA
have declined over the past 25 years 

Source: FAA Opsnet



Airport operations in the Southern California Metroplex
have declined at an even greater rate than the entire USA 

Source: FAA Opsnet



Within the Southern California Metroplex total operations at
each airport has declined with SMO dropping the most

Source: FAA Opsnet



Airport operations at SMO have declined across the board, 
except for Commercial Aviation

Source: FAA Opsnet

Commercial aircraft carry passengers
or cargo for hire or compensation.



While total operations at SMO have declined by -60%,
jet operations (mostly commercial) have increased by +771%

Source: FAA Opsnet and City of Santa Monica SMO Airport Monthly Operations Report for 2015

TurboJet take-offs and landings
do not include TurboProps



General Aviation’s dramatic decline matches the concurrent 
decrease in the population of Active Certificated Private Pilots

Source: GAMA 2015 General Aviation Statistical Databook



The number of General Aviation aircraft has declined, except 
for a dramatic increase in Turbine Aircraft (jets and turboprops)

Source: GAMA 2015 General Aviation Statistical Databook



Fewer Private Pilots and General Aviation Aircraft have led to fewer 
GA Aircraft Hours Flown, except for greatly increased Turbine Aircraft 
Hours Flown

Source: GAMA 2015 General Aviation Statistical Databook



Key Finding: the national air traffic system is transporting many more 
passengers over the past 25 years, despite the decreased number 
of aircraft operations, pilots, and flight hours

Source: FAA Air Carrier Activity Information System



Data Summary

Note: CAGR is the Compound Annual Growth Rate



Conclusion

 SMO does not relieve LAX aircraft traffic congestion
 SMO actually increases LAX aircraft traffic congestion

 60% of SMO departures delay 2 departures at LAX for 1-3 minutes each
(per the FAA Metroplex OAPM Plan, page 105)

 SMO averages 1.9 passengers per private aircraft
(per Analysis of March 7, 2008 Runway Safety Area Proposal Submitted by the FAA, Survey by the 
Staff of SMO)

 LAX averages 100 airline passengers per aircraft
(per LAX Statistics posted at http://www.lawa.org/welcome_lax.aspx?id=798)

 SMO only serves to “relieve” very few private aircraft passengers 
at the cost of delaying tens of millions of LAX airline passengers



Thank you


